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About Puertas y puentes 

Puertas y puentes is designed for homeschool families, classroom teachers, 

and small group leaders to teach beginning Spanish to young children. It 

emphasizes familiar tunes, folk songs, and games to introduce and practice 

conversational phrases and new vocabulary. Each lesson also includes brief 

information about a Spanish-speaking country or United States territory. 

Learning a second (or third or fourth!) language is more than memorizing 

lists of words and phrases. Ability in another language and a basic understanding 

of different cultures is not only useful, it teaches empathy and respect and builds 

bridges, not walls. There are a wealth of tools online - but we teach through story 

and song here, not computers. We rarely use workbooks or flashcards, plus I 

wanted something I could use with my pre-reader. So, I created these lessons and 

have used them with great success. In fact, Spanish time is my children's favorite 

school activity each week! 

For those who do not speak Spanish, this book is very gentle and will help 

you develop your own skills step by step. Progress is incremental and gentle. Every 

choice - the songs, the order, the instructions, the layout - was made with you in 

mind. You can teach Spanish with confidence, peace, and joy.  Many people worry 

about pronunciation. Fortunately, Spanish is a language with fairly consistent 

pronunciation for each letter. To improve your own abilities, listen to Spanish-

language radio or television as you are able - or better yet, make friends with 

native speakers in your area. There is no better way to learn language - and to 

embrace the spirit of what it means to learn about another culture - than to make 

authentic connections! 

Puertas y puentes is  non-seasonal and secular. You should follow the 

lessons in order, however, as lessons build upon previous knowledge and skills. 

Puertas y puentes is not meant to be a huge time commitment. It is meant to be a 

simple, low-fuss addition to your day. Lessons may be just a few minutes long at 

first, lengthening as your child grows. Begin each lesson with a brief review, then 

dive right in. You can present the lesson as-written, or choose just one activity 

each time. Do not feel that you must teach every vocabulary word! Choose those 

your students will be most interested in and will use the most. Above all, do what 

works for your students. I typically use the same lesson for a month, going through 

it as-written twice per week. I weave additional practice into our daily routines. 
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Ability in another 
language and a basic 

understanding of different 
cultures is not only 

useful, it teaches empathy 
and respect and builds 

bridges, not walls. 

Repetition is key and my kids learn well through songs and games. At first, 

children may just listen and observe. Invite them to join you in the movements and 

then in the singing or reciting. Be patient and go at their pace. In early childhood, 

we avoid overtly correcting errors! We want children to enjoy the process of 

learning and to develop the ability to imitate what they hear and see. The process is 

more important than the product! Praise their efforts liberally. 
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Pronunciation Guide 

a ah as in father 

e ay as in late 

i ee as in feet 

o oh as in note 

u oo as in moon 

y ee as in feet 

 

ie  y as in yes 

ua/ue/ui w as in winter 

 

b and v Like an English b. Between vowels, a combination of b and v. 

g  Before ie and e sounds like English h 

h  Silent 

j  Like an English h. 

ll  y as in yes 

ñ  ny like onion 

qu  k as in key 

r  flipped 

rr  rolled 

x  As in English, but before a consonant as an s 

z  English s 
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Lesson 1: Greetings and Colors 

Objectives 

1. Use 5 words/phrases for greetings and goodbyes. 

2. Ask how someone is doing and share their own status. 

3. Ask someone's name and share their own. 

4. Use 5 words/phrases for good manners. 

5. Use color words. 

6. Identify Spain on a map. 

7. Recall 3 or more facts about Spain. 

 

Materials and Supplies 

1. Colored beads, tokens, or scraps of paper 

2. World map or atlas showing Spain 

3. Pictures of items of various colors. (Optional) 

 

Conversational Phrases 

¿Cómo estas? (How are you?) 

bien (good) 

mal (bad) 

¿Y tú? (And you?) 

¿Cómo te llamas? (What is your name?) 

Me llamo _______. (My name is _______.) 
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Vocabulary 

sí (yes) 

no (no) 

por favor (please) 

gracias (thanks) 

de nada (it was nothing/you're welcome) 

hola (hello) 

adiós (goodbye) 

buenos días (good morning) 

buenas tardes (good afternoon) 

buenas noches (good evening) 

rojo (red) 

amarillo (yellow) 

verde (green) 

azul (blue) 

morado (purple) 

pardo (brown) 

negro (black) 

blanco (white) 

dorado (gold) 

naranja (orange) 

cyan (indigo)  

gris (grey) 

rosa (pink) 

 

  



12 

 

The Lesson 

Conversational Practice 

Weeks 1 and 2 

Hola! (Or buenos días/tardes/noches.)  (Respond in kind.) 

¿Cómo estas? Bien or mal? (Respond.) 

When it was my child's turn to go first, after he asked me how I was and I 

answered, I responded: 

¿Y tú? (Respond.) 

Adiós. (Respond in kind.) 

Weeks 3 and 4 

Hola! (Or buenos días/tardes/noches.)  (Respond in kind.) 

¿Cómo estas? Bien or mal? (Respond.) 

¿Y tú? (Respond.) 

¿Cómo te llamas?  

Me llamo _______.  

Adiós. (Respond in kind.) 
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Buenos Dias 

 

Tan, tan 

Start holding your hands together. 

Tan, tan. (Tap your pinky fingers together.)  

¿Quién es?(Tap your thumbs.) (Who is there?) 

Soy yo. (Tap your ring fingers.) 

Voy a abrir. (Tap your index fingers.) 

Hola, amigo (amiga). (Cross your middle fingers as if bowing.) 

¿Cómo estás? (Cross middle fingers once more.) 

 

Translation: 

Knock, knock. 

Who is there? 

It is I. 

I am going to open (the door.) 

Hello, friend. 

How are you? 
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Note that in Spanish, some words change endings based on whether the 

thing or person addressed is male or female. If the friend is male, "amigo.") 

Vocabulary Learning and Practice 

Activity #1: Color Treasure Hunt 

Ask your children to find something for each color word. Simply say, "Bring 

me something rojo, por favor." Be sure to say, "Gracias," when they do. Add the 

bonus color words once your children have mastered the basic list. 

Activity #2: Sí or No 

Hold up an item and ask, "Is this morado?" Your child should respond "sí" 

or "no." If your child is ready to learn animals, do the same game with animal 

pictures.  

Activity #3: Ordering 

Ask your children to put your beads, tokens or paper scraps in color order. 

For example, "Azul, verde, morado." Add the bonus color words once your 

children have mastered the basic list.  
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El Arcoirís 
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Learn About Spain 

Show your children a map and help them find Spain (Reino de España). 

Locate Madrid, the capital and largest city. Point out its neighbors and bordering 

geographical formations. Spain has several official languages - Spanish/Castilian, 

Catalan, Galician, Basque and Occitan. It is believed that modern humans arrived 

in Spain around 32,000 years ago. From 711 to 1492, Islamic Moors ruled Spain. 

In the late 1400s, the Spanish monarchy sought to expand their empire and by the 

16th century, Spain ruled Portugal, the Netherlands, parts of France, Germany, 

Italy and Austria. As other nations gained independence, their influence waned. 

After the Spanish Civil War ended in 1939, General Franco took over the country. 

Upon his death in 1975, Juan Carlos I became King of Spain. In 2014, the king 

resigned and his son, Felipe, took the throne.  

Spain is home to the most endangered cat in the world - the Mediterranean 

or Iberian lynx. You might also find the Iberian wild board, the Iberian fox, Iberian 

wolves and Cantabrian brown bear - all protected animals.  

Spanish food is varied - and delicious! You might try paella (a rice and meat 

dish), gazpacho (a type of vegetable soup), empanada (a filled bread or pie), turrón 

(nougat sweet cake made with honey and nuts), chorizo (pork sausage), or jamón 

serrano (pork leg ham). Spain is known for flamenco, an exciting and rhythmic 

dance. Find a video of flamenco dance at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQ8pzZH6b94.  

Spain is also famous for its 'Tomatina' festival, the world's biggest food 

fight, held annually in the small town of Buñol. At this festival, attendees pelt each 

other with tomatoes! In the town of Pamplona in Northern Spain, you can see the 

annual 'Running of the Bulls' where people run through the streets chased by six 

bulls. Bullfighting is a popular event in some cities, but is banned in others. The 

Spanish anthem is one of only four anthems in the world without any words! 

Listen at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tsFQTgphS0Want to know more 

about famous Spanish artists? There are so many to choose from! To get started, 

search your library for books about Manuel de Falla (composer), Miguel de 

Cervantes (author) or Salvador Dalí (painter).  

As always, preview the links! At time of publication, these were working and 

appropriate, but please check before you share them with your kids! 
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Here is a song that might already be familiar to you. It originated in Spain in 

the 1500s and is now sung all over the world for celebrations and special 

occasions. It is customary to hold hands and sway while singing together. 

De colores 
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Translation: 

De colores, with colors the fields dress in the spring. 

De colores, are the little birds that come from outside. 

De colores, of colors is the rainbow  that we see. 

And that is why I love many colors.  
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